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Claire Penniceard of The Pig Pen Pty Ltd visited Tasmania to speak to producers on her experiences
with environmentally sustainable production.

Twelve producers attended a dinner meeting on 25 March 2009 where Claire made two
presentations, one on the ‘big picture’ view of world demand for food and the potential for pork on
a world scale, and the other on her grow out operation.

Producers were particularly interested in practical details of shed design and fittings, such as feeder
design and space and the use of drafting gates for the selecting market weight pigs. Claire also
discussed her decision to enter their pork industry which was based on resource efficiency and the
potential for the business to meet her financial requirements.

Claire included two days of farm visits where she held discussions with owners on managing growers
on deep litter, issues surrounding welfare, such as the Model Code, industry training, promotion of
the industry to consumers etc, pig behaviour in shelters and consequent feeder/drinker
configuration, and the use of grape marc as bedding.

Comments and feedback from meeting and farm visit participants indicated that Claire’s visit had
improved their understanding of the role of the pork industry in the global food chain and prospects
for the future of the industry, and that Claire’s practical, experienced-based advice was most
beneficial.

Disclaimer: The opinions, advice and information contained in this publication have not been provided at the request of any person but are offered by Australian Pork Limited (APL) solely for
informational purposes. While APL has no reason to believe that the information contained in this publication is inaccurate, APL is unable to guarantee the accuracy of the information and, subject to
any terms implied by law which cannot be excluded, accepts no responsibility for loss suffered as a result of any party’s reliance on the accuracy or currency of the content of this publication. The
information contained in this publication should not be relied upon for any purpose, including as a substitute for professional advice. Nothing within the publication constitutes an express or implied
warranty, or representation, with respect to the accuracy or currency of the publication, any future matter or as to the value of or demand for any good.



